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17.01.010 ©PURPOSE. One purpose of this Cﬁapter is to state

clearly various policies which should govern the future growth and
development of Santa Cruz County. A further purpose is to provide
for the enactment of a Growth Management System to regulate the
character, location, amount, and timing of future development so as
to achieve the stated policies. A further purpose of this Chapter
is to provide for increased housing ooportunities for persons with

"average and below average incomes who wish to reside in Santa Cruz

County. Finally, it is the purpose of this Chapter to protect the
public health, safety, and welfare by regulating the future use and
development of land in Santa Cruz Ceuncy. (Ord. 258l.1, 7/53/78})

17.01.020 FINDINGS. It is hereby found and determined as follows:

{a) Rarid Pooulation Growth. Santa Cruz County is one of'the
fastesc growing cocunties in the State of California anc in tne

United States. Since 1970, Santa Cruz Ccunty has experienced &
rate of growth which has been ac least twice that experiencecd
by the State of California as a whole.

(5) Continued Growth Likely. It is likely, absent the
enacrtment Of a Growta Management System, that Santa Cruz County
will continue to experiencz an extremely rapid rate of
pooulation growth, at a rate forecasted to be approximately
rwice the rate experienced by the State of California as 2

whole.

(¢) Santa Clara County Plans for Santa Cruz Countv to Grow.
It is parcicularly likely tnac Senca Cruz County wlli continue
to experience rapid porulation ¢rowth because jurisdic:ions in
the adjoining Santa Clara Valley have provided, in their
General Plans, and in their other planning policies, to
generate a demand for new residential housing which such
jurisdiction plan shall be locaczed in Santa Cruz County.

(é) Environmental Damage and Economic Effects. Rapid

gopulacion growch and development 1S causing extremely serious
adverse environmental and econamic effects, some of which are

specified below:
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1. Loss of Acgricultural Lands. The County possesses
significant agricultural lands, including prime
agricultural lands, and agricultural lands which, while
not defined as “"prime®", are economically productive or
potentially economically productive. Such agricultural
lands are a local, state and national resource, which
should be preserved. These agricultural lands are being
lost to development, and the continued viability of
commercial agriculture in Santa Cruz County is threatened
by rapid population growth and inappropriately placed

development.

2. Mineral and Timber Resources. Rapid population growth-
and development also threaten the timber harvesting and
mineral industries which are significant factors in the

County's econony.

3. Fish and Wildlife Resources. The County has other
important natural rescurces, including-wildlife,
anadromous fish, and unique plant communities, which
should be preserved; these are endangered by rapid crowth
and inappropriate development.

4., Marine Babitats. Coastal laqoons ané marine habitats
which snoulc be preserved for their ‘economic and bioclocic
value are being degraded and destroyec by rapid population
growth and inappropriate development.

5. Air and Water Qualitv. Rapid population grcwth and
development are causing the degradation of Saata Cruz
County's air -and water guality and threatening the heal:zn
and well-being of present and future residents.
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6. Scenic and Aesthetic Resources. The scenic and
aesthetic qualities of Santa Cruz County are being
destroyed by inappropriately placed development.

7. Water Supplies. The "safe yield' capacity of natural
surZace and groundwater sources is being exceeded in many’
areas of the County, causing water supply and water
quality problems which- will be irreversible or extremely
expensive to correct. Overpumping of the Pajaro Valley
groundwater basin, in particular, threatens future
agricultural water supply and, consequently,.Santa Cruz

County's commercial agriculture.

(e) Cost of Services. Rapid population growth and development
has expanded the demand for governmentally-provided services
beyond. the ability of the public to pay for and provide such
services. . Specifically, in many parts of the County the public
is unable to pay for, provide, or maintain adecuately the

‘following services required by new development:

1. An adeguate number of elementzary and secondary school

classrooms and teachers;

2. Adequate law enforcement and fire protectidn;

3. Adequate roads, sewers, and water.

hicher crime rates,

School overcrowding, traffic cencestion,
roads, anc sewace

anc increasingly inadeqguate water supplies,
facilities will be the result of continued rapid.pooulacicn
growth and development. These problems are creazly acgravazec
when new development takes D‘ace in rural areas rather ckan in
areas where urban services can be provided at less cost co

taxpayers.

(£ Bousing Crisis. Santa Cruz County is experiencing a
housing crisis. 1Increasingly, persons wizh averace and helow
average incomes whose work aor other connections wich cthe Councy
of Santa Cruz lead them to wish to live here are unaimle to
loczte housing at a price they can afford.

Zconomically disadvantaged citizens are increasinglv exc
from living in Santa Cruz County. The increasing demand
housing in Santa Cruz Countcy which has accompanied the r
population crowth and development now taking place has

aggravated the housing crisis, and any g'owth managcement sys:tem
designed to minimize or prevent che problems caused sy rapis
population growth and develcpment must simultaneously provide
posizive.program to increase the aveilapility of housxnc fcr
peonle with average and below averzce incomes. (Ord. 2561.1,

7/5/78)
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17.01.030 POLICIES. The findings made in this Chapter identify
environmental, economic, and housing problems. caused by or
associated with the rapid population growth and development of
Santa Cruz County. It is hereby determined that in crder to
minimize or eliminate such problems, and to assure the public
health, safety, and welfare, the following policies shall guide the
future growth and development of Santa Cruz County. .

(a) Preserve Agricultural Lands. It shall be the policy of
Santa Cruz County that prime agdgricultural lands and lands which
are economically productive when used for agriculture shall be

preserved for agricultural use.

{b) Distinguish "Urban”" and "Rural® Areas. It shall be the
policy of Santa Cruz County to preserve a distinction between
areas in the County which are *urban®, and areas which are
"rural®". Divisions of land in rural areas shall be
discouraged, and new residential developments shall be
encouraged to locate in urban areas.

(c) Urban Area Protecticn. It shall be the policy of San:za
Cruz County to insure that new cdevelooment in the
unincorporated "urban® areas does not proceed without the
provision of adeguate services which will enhance the cuality
of life for current and future residents of these urban areas;
the Ccunty Capital Improvement Plan shall reflect this .

commitment.

{(é) Annual Pooulation Growth Limit It shall be the policy c3
Santa Cruz County -0 set an anaual aoculat'on growch for this ’
shall limit growth to thatc amount which represancs

Councy which
Santa Cruz County's fair share of each year's statewide

pepulation growth.
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ns with Averace Incomes. It sh

o WL OJ

ons
County tnat at least 15 percent of thes

housing units newly constructed for sale or rental each year
shall be capable of purchase or rental -by persons with average

or below average incomes.

{f) Resource Protection. It shall be the policy of Santa Cruz
or aother development of lan

County to prevent the division

which contain timber resources,
except when any such

habitat or other natural resocurces,
conditioned so as to prevent the loss of or -

development is conditioned
damage to such resources. (Ord. 2561.1, 7/5/78)

mineral resources, and wildlife

17.01.040 GROWTH MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.

{a) Within six months of the date this Chapter becomes
effective, the Board of Supervisors shall enact, by such
ordinance, or ordinances as may be recuired, a Growth
Manacement System to requlate the character, location, amount,
and timing of future residential and other develcomen:t in San:za
Cruz Ccun.y Said ordinance or ordinances shall provide for
the establishment, each year, of an annuzl pooulation c¢rowth
goal which shall llmxt populaticon growzh during tha: vea: to an
amount which represents Santa Cruz County's fair share of

statewide population growth. Said ordinance or ordinances
shall likewise carry out the other policies and provi sions
specified in this Chapter.

ime to t‘we, amend anv

(5) The Board of Supervisors may, from &

ordinance enacted by them to carry out the provisions of =hi

Chapter. No part of this Chapcter, however, shzll be amendec o-

repealed except by a voce of the peorle.

(c) II any porticn of this Chapter is hereaf-er decermined to

be invalid, all remaining zortions of this Chapzer shall remain
is52¢Ccns c:Z

and, to this extent, the provisi

in full force and effect
2581.1, 1/5/78)

this Chapter are separazle. (0rd.
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